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his spurs. Similarly the foreign advisers, Mr. Colson
and M. Auberson, had had more influence on the
Secretariat and the conduct of foreign affairs than
General Virgin and the Belgian officers had ever managed
to exercise over army organization. The few regular
soldiers had a veneer of European training—about
as much as the troops raised and equipped by Indian
States, though less than the regular Indian army. The
levies, on whom inevitably the bulk of the fighting
would fall, were no more organized than their, fathers
had been a generation before. A good civil administra-
tion can be developed quite cheaply and with a small
personnel, but a modern army needs more than brave
men, it requires the backing of an industrial country,
and-future wars will be decided by weight of metal rather
than by courage. The Englishman, incurably sentimental
about other people's difficulties, has a sneaking feeling
that David is bound to win against Goliath, unless there is
something wrong with David. Alas, the modern Goliath
has no intention of exposing himself to the slinger's stone.
The feudal levies were summoned. The 'men of fifty'
and the 'men of a hundred* brought their little groups
of lithe fast-walking men, most of them with a few days*
supply of grain hidden in the folds of their loose clothes,
a bandolier or two of cartridges, and an old rifle. Many
had no rifle, but only a sword or spear. They were
decent men, with an elementary courage, believers in
a simple form of Christianity, tough, superstitious,
frugal and unambitious. Those Europeans, who
watched them hastening to their death, knew what our
civilization had prepared for them. Perhaps it is as
wefl that the Ethiopians themselves did not know, for
their minds would have been totally* unable to under-
stand the subtle intrigues, the mixture of feeble human-

